blue water boats

Saga 48—A couple’s pure passagemaker

_. Designed by Robert Perry and built by Canada’s Saga
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Saga Marine

423 Lakeshore Road
St. Catharines, Ontario
Canada L2R 7K6
800-560-7242
www.sagayachts.com
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LWL
Beam
Draft
Displacement
Ballast
Sail area
SA/Displ.
Displ./L
L/B
Auxiliary

Fuel
Water
Price

Saga 48 Dimensions

52'3"

47'10"

43'7"

13'9"

6'0"

30,000 Ibs.
9,850 Ibs.
1,206 sq. ft.
19.98

160

3.47
100-horsepower
Yanmar

183 gals.

180 gals.
$510,000 (U.S.)

Marine, the new Saga 48 offers cruisers an elegant
\ design that has been built to the best standards

by Simon Day
n late October I was given the op-
I portunity to sail hull number one
of the new Saga 48 series on
Chesapeake Bay. Over the space of
two days owner Rick Palm, my girl-
friend Alex and I sailed A/tair from
Oxford, Md., to Norfolk, Va. Unfor-
tunately, the Bay’s infamous light
winds prevailed so we were able
to sail for less than half the time.
However, my time aboard afforded
a great opportunity to give the boat
a thorough inspection and evaluation
and see how she handled in a real
cruising situation.

The Saga 48 is designed and built
to be sailed by a couple over long
distances in comfort and ease. Rick
and his wife Julie chose the boat for
just this purpose. They are accom-
plished offshore sailors, having com-
pleted a circumnavigation in 1994.
With the knowledge garnered from
their voyage around the globe they
brought a lot of experience to their
search for their perfect cruising boat.
They wanted a boat between 45 and
50 feet long that a middle-aged
couple could take offshore with little
or no help from friends; plus, they
wanted a boat that was easy to use
and maintain, and one that was
simple to live aboard. The Saga 48
fit their needs ideally.

Altair is the first of the new Saga
48s. She was launched in June 2003
and thus far has only sailed in Chesa-
peake Bay. Nonetheless, Rick and
Julie plan to take off in the not-too-
distant future for some more ex-
tended cruising. Rick, a self-pro-
claimed technophile, has fitted her
out with extras such as a saltwater
hose in the chain locker, an extended
Bimini and large-screen chartplotters
in the nav station and the cockpit.
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